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Personal Information Form

Please fill out as much information as you are able- especially name, address, phone and cell phone, email, and alternate address if you are a seasonal resident.  This information will be used to update the church records.  The information stays in the church records and is not used in any other way.  Thank you for your participation.  Use one form per family and include children if living with you.  Please turn the forms in to the office or in the offering plate to be delivered to the office.

Household name__________________________________________________
First name________________________/   _____________________________

Nickname or preferred name_____________/   ________________

Last name_______________________________________________________

Family status (head of household, husband, wife, child)__________/  _______

Birth date (you do not have to include the year of birth)_______/  __________

Status (member, friend, dual member________________/  ________________

Baptism date_________/  _________Membership date_________/  _________

Telephone _________________________Cell phone_________/  __________

E-mail address___________________________________________________

Alternate Address: (winter residents)
Dates you are away from Florida-from _______________to_______________

Address_________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Information
Name______________________________________     __________________











(relationship)

Address_________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________

Telephone_______________________________________________________
Thank you for your help in updating the church records.                                                                                                Please see the reverse side for children’s information and Ministry opportunities

Please include all children who are residing at home (college, working etc.)

For Families with Children: 
Name________________________________________________________

Birth date_______________________________

Grade last completed_____________________

For Families with Children: 
Name________________________________________________________

Birth date_______________________________

Grade last completed_____________________

For Families with Children: 

Name________________________________________________________

Birth date_______________________________

Grade last completed_____________________

Ministries I would like to be involved in:     

 Please circle all that apply
Bible Study 


  
Caring & Sharing


Comfort Doll Ministry Finance/Stewardship 
  
Fun Raising Ministry

Greeter 
   

Hospitality 


  
Instrumental-Music 

Liturgist 
                 


Men’s Fellowship


Property Steward 

  
Prayer Shawl Ministry

Sunday School Teacher 

Usher




Vacation Bible School

Vocal-Contemporary Music 
Vocal-Traditional Music   
Welcome/Membership 

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Youth Group Assistant

Crafters

Deacons


          Women’s Fellowship

Quilting



                             






	FINANCIAL UPDATE





The United Church of Sebastian will end the year with approximately a $27,000 deficit.  We voted a $22,000 deficit budget at the 2010 Annual Meeting.  The difference between the budgeted deficit and actual is primarily the result of an unanticipated drop in cash donations during the year.  Pledged income has remained very close to what we budgeted based on 2010 pledges.  Pledges and cash donations are the only significant sources of income we have to run the church.


Because we do not have assets available (checking account, savings and cash) to permit another year of significant budget deficits, the Church Council and Finance & Stewardship Committee are struggling to try and present a balanced budget for your approval at Annual Meeting on January 30th.  This task is made more difficult because to date we have received fewer pledges for 2011 than we had for 2010; and the average pledge amount is less than in 2010.   The implication is that, to balance the budget for 2011, we will need to reduce services, programs, commitments and even reduce staff salaries.  None of the options available are pleasant.  We need to prayerfully consider our actions and remember that God is with us in our struggle.


The Finance Committee will have the proposed budget available to you after church on January 16th and will present the budget for discussion following church on January 23rd.  We will vote on the proposed budget at the January 30, 2011 Annual Meeting.





Larry Lathrop,                                                 Chairman- Finance/ Stewardship Committee














The United Church of Sebastian U.C.C.


Sunday Service time:


9:30 a.m.     


Sunday School during the Service





Phone: 772-388-0461


Fax: 772-388-0488


e-mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ucs1251@bellsouth.net" ��ucs1251@bellsouth.net�


Web Site:


unitedchurchofsebastian.org


Senior Pastor 


Rev. Tim Woodard


Pastor Emeritus


Rev. Tom Golladay


Music Directors


Nancy Hines


Karen Lampaisi


Office Administrator


Louise Crouse


Custodian


Sylvia Cidlowski


Ministers


The Congregation





Moderator


Nancy Collins


Vice Moderator


Lynn Etman


Clerk


Gretchen Kramer


Treasurers


Carole Gierhart


Bert Steckler


Finance Secretaries


Rosan Allen


Donna McDonald


Nancy Johnson


Jeannine Duncan


Donna Lathrop


Senior Deacon


Carole Steckler


Senior Caring & Sharing


Annette Isbell


Senior Property Steward


Al Tebbs


Youth & Sunday School


Nancy Collins


Newsletter Editor


Louise Crouse
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NEWSLETTER





Announcing the Annual Meeting


of The United Church of Sebastian.


Sunday, January 30, 2011





All members of the church will be asked to review the year 2010, elect officers and ministry team leadership, as well as approve the budget for 2011.





Please come and be a part of the discussions that direct the operation of your church.





Following the Annual Meeting will be a Pot Luck meal followed by the Pound Auction.





Join in the business and fellowship of your church family.





�





          The Pastor, Office Administrator             and Custodian are taking a reduction of 10% of their wages and there will be some reduction in services. The office will be open three days a week, Tuesday through Thursday from 8:30-2:30.  This will require some additional cooperation on the part of the ministry leaders to provide the information for the bulletin by Wednesday.  It will also provide ministry leaders more opportunities to develop their own materials with minimal office assistance.


	 Future editions of the monthly newsletter will be posted on the church website:


unitedchurchofsebastian.org


This change will reduce time, postage, paper and printing costs.


	All ministry teams will need to work together to accomplish our operation goals. Maintenance costs must be managed through the Property Stewards, Music costs through the Music Ministers and the Pastor,  Christian Education costs must meet budget guidelines and office expenses will be reduced.


	As we move forward, please consider your own gifts to the church.  Our ministry to ourselves and to others is made possible through your gifts.  Our ministry teams are focused on growth of our spiritual life, growth in church fellowship and growth in the community.  It is hoped that these budget set backs will not change what we believe is our mission at United Church of Sebastian.  Many changes have been made to save money to fit the budget.  What will you do to make your gifts fit with your vision for this church?








Dear Friends,


  Welcome to a New Year, a New Day, and a New Time!  The excitement of the new possibilities that lies before us has my attention!  Does it have your attention yet?  The past is behind us and nothing you or I do shall bring it back into today!  The newness of this very moment is upon each and every one of us!  Our past mistakes, missteps and even our misadventures are now behind us.  Forgiveness, if needed, can be obtained by speaking with the Good Lord up above.   Now let us move on to the task at hand: living this new day - as best that we can!


	Leaving behind the year 2010 will not be that hard for a great many of us.  It had its good days, that is for certain.  Those memories we need put on our ‘Face Book’ for sure, the others, perhaps just in a wee book!  We must learn from these past twelve months, but, let us leave our emotions and feet planted firmly into today, for here is where the corrections and changes are to take place!


   Change is upon us and this we can not escape.  Today will not be like yesterday no matter how we twist or turn, spin or twirl.  Change is neither good nor bad it simply is the response, our response, to the reality of the life we find ourselves in.  Fairy tales, fantasy and such are fun to indulge in yet they are not reality!  Yet, many a wise person has passed on this advice: when stuck with ‘a lemon’ make lemonade of course!  So, let us take stock of what we have and begin to put it to good use.


Having been forced to reduce our expenses to compensate for our income projection to date, we begin a new adventure.  


                              (continued)
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United Church of Sebastian


1251 Sebastian Boulevard


Sebastian  Florida  32958











A Time With Our Pastor


               Beginning January 9th 





�Grab a cup of coffee and gather with Pastor Tim in our Friendship Hall after the Sunday worship service!


�Explore more deeply the 	sermon topic! 


 �Ask questions 


�Expand and discuss the 			meaning and implications 		to your personal life. �Perhaps open up the Bible 		to deepen our conversation.  











�





Our MINISTRY Opportunities                                 	                   				      





The UCS Players are preparing for the 4th Dinner Theater Production-                            A Comedy- Mystery featuring our own church family!  You won’t want to miss this one!!











January 30th- The Pound Auction





The Good News Newsletter


January 2011








From The Pastor’s Desk


Thanks and Praise 


Ministries


Events


Prayers & Concerns 


Calendar 


Leadership of the Church & Celebrations


Office hours are 8:30-2:30                       Tuesday- Thursday








We are one church family,                United in our mission.


	


	We are fortunate to have leadership in worship, music, finance and especially in our Pastoral ministry to look to the future of our church and seek solutions to the challenges of a weaker economy and rising costs.  These leaders are proposing ways to unite our efforts, our church family and our ministry to best prepare our church for the coming year.  In the weeks ahead you will be hearing more about budgets and line items.  All of these terms and numbers signal just one thing- our church needs to unite its efforts in order to survive rising costs and to provide for the ministries we see as vital in our church family, our community and in our world. How will our church do this?  


	By discontinuing the two weekly service schedule, savings will be realized.  Reductions in energy costs, paper and labor will be evident.  One service will be held at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday beginning on January 2nd and continuing throughout the year.  As Easter and Christmas plans are made, it may be necessary to schedule additional services.   


	Our Direstors of Music have agreed to a 50% reduction in pay.  This will be accomplished by alternating playing schedules. Nancy Hines and Karen Lampiasi will continue to provide the best possible worship music for each service as they share the responsibilities for music ministry. 








From The Pastor’s Desk





Mark your calendar for the weekend of February 11th





Plans are still underway. Look for a dinner theater on Saturday evening and also a matinee on Sunday with light refreshments.  Tickets will be $10.00 for the dinner theater and $7.00 for the matinee.  There is still time to join the UCS Players for parts in the play, back stage technicians, props, costumes and more!





�





Here is how you may participate.  Begin by looking for your donated item- there are some specifics to this, so be very careful. This item must weigh exactly one pound, not including the wrapping.  Carefully wrap your donated one pound item and bring it to church on January 30th for this special auction.  The action is fast, so be ready to purchase your favorite items from a vast array of cleverly wrapped “pounds”.  There will be a pot luck meal prior to the auction and that is always a fun event.  After everyone is fully satisfied in the hunger department, the packages will be brought forward for the auction.  All funds will go directly to the Operating Account of our church.  You have until January 30th to find that special ‘something’ to offer up to the highest bidder.


Are you at a loss for ideas- here are a few from the last Pound Auction and I know that will encourage you to be even more creative!





Chocolate is always good!		Marshmallows are fun!


A small bag of dirt				Books


A rock and gift certificate			Packing peanuts and anything


Movies, CD’s & DVD’s			Homemade treats


Candles					Cash


Remember- the wrapping is the secret- the better the wrapping, the better the bidding will be.  This is great fun- Join in and see!
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“And So They Had None”





IN THIS ISSUE





Please use this listing     


in your daily prayers. 


 Each name has 


been suggested 


because of the 


belief that prayer 


is heard by God, 


is answered and 


is needed 


for everyone 


and especially for those whose names are 


offered here.








Sue Bizzell


Dale Angdahl


Gloria Gerber


Barbara Fontaine


Doris Powell


Gloria Weaver


Charles Stortstrom


Maryruth Kramer


The Slattery Family


Gene and Mary Peterson


Wad Lawrence


Bill Whyte


Tom Clark


George Mearman


Dick Nicholas


Chuck Briley Family


Alma Clarke





Jean Lindsay


Charles Wood


Sheryl Atwood


Don Tebbs


Barb Vidal


Bob & Judy Delz


Luci Kergides


Scott MacGraw


Margaret Stewart


Sharlene Frame


Margaret Reid


Shirley Huling


Cedar Cole


Barbara Smith


Judy Woodard


Donna McClain


Nancy


Augie Cosenza


Richard Brown


Judy Anderson


 Ruth Bennett


 J. Johnston


 Dorothy Groebel


 Olga Ortiz














Thanks:


The Children’s Christmas Pageant was a fresh look at the miracles that still continue as a result of the Birth of Christ.  Thanks to Nancy Collins and her Christian Education team as well as the “extras” from the UCS Players and Genesis.


The Traditional Choir presentation of Christmas Lullabies from around the world with narrations from Pastor Tim was an inspiration to all who attended.





.








�





2   Steve Franek			22   Bill Thompson


3   Gloria MacGraw			23   Priscilla Tarleton


     Lyn Annis				       Kendra Trainor Weber


4   Larry Timm			24   Rosalie Allen


5   Randy Hines			       Mary Peterson


6   Joan Faust				       Marge Trowbridge


9   Diane Fontaine			25   Nabilla Babcock


13 Ken Ivins				       Pat Smargiassi


17 Barb Rivenbark			26   Bethan Weregoda


20 Virginia Kienke			31   Kaley Rivenbark
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Military Church Family


Max Remillard		Christopher Maher		Holly McKenna	


Matthew Nordquest	Christopher Tatro		Kristopher Vite


Christine McCrady		Jeff McCrady		Carol Aceveda	


Jessica Haworth		Heath Brewster		Rikki Weber 		


Rusty Ruf			Sean Mityga			Michael Nordquest		


Tyler Zimmerman		Christopher Slattery	Sean Trainor











               Sundowners AA meets every day from 5:00-6:00 p.m.


January 4th		Quilts of Many Colors			  9:30 a.m.


			Rug Hooking					  1:30 p.m.


			Compassionate Friends			  7:00 p.m. 


			Deacon/Diaconate Meeting                         6:30 p.m.                               


January 5th		Choir Rehearsal				  3:30 p.m.	


January  7th		Friday Crafters                                            9:00 a.m.


January 9th		SOS						  noon


			Confirmation					  4:30 p.m.


                                 Youth Group                                                5:30 p.m.


January 11th 		Quilts of Many Colors			  9:30 a.m.


			Rug Hooking			         		12:30 p.m.


                                  Church Council Regular Meeting               7:00 p.m.


January 12th              Choir Rehearsal	3:30 p.m.


January 14th	 	Friday Crafters				   9:00 a.m.


January 16th		Quilts of Many Colors		              9:30 a.m.


			Rug Hooking			                       12:30 p.m.


January 19th		Choir Rehearsal			              3:30 p.m.


January 20th		Women’s Fellowship			   1:00 p.m.


January 23rd		Budget Presentation			      following the service


January 24th		Quilters					   9:30 a.m.


                                  Rug Hooking                                             12:30 a.m.


January 26th		Choir Rehearsal			              3:30 p.m.


January 30th	  	Annual Meeting	 			


                                  Pound Auction and Pot Luck	       following the service


                                                                                                                       


			





                 Or Current Occupant





�Meeting the second Sunday of each month at the church Friendship hall after the Worship Service.  There is plenty of time to visit, perhaps order a pizza for lunch and then play games or discuss a topic of interest.  No pre-registration or dues- just come and enjoy the fun and fellowship.  Call Nancy Johnson for more information.                       (772-589-6030)


             





  	� 





Youth Group Meeting Dates  January 9th and 23rd.


 Meet at 5:30 p.m.


Still active in the “helping teens” ministry!!


Confirmation class on January 9th  at 4:30 p.m.





The church office is working to reduce costs in as many ways as possible while still maintaining the mission of providing for the ministries of the church.  One change will be to eliminate the mass mailing of the monthly newsletter.  Paper, postage and manpower will be saved in the process.  Please know that the newsletter will still be produced, but will be found on the church web page at       	unitedchurchofsebastian.org


Limited copies will be produced for those who do not have internet access.  Copies will be mailed to those who are not able to attend church regularly.  Please advise the office if you still wish to pick up a newsletter or have a newsletter mailed to  your home.  





You will notice that there is a form on page 7 and 8 that will enable more names to be added to the e-mail listing.  There are also many corrections needed on existing e-mail addresses.  This is true also of mailing addresses for your Florida home as well as the summer homes so many people enjoy.  Please complete the form and return it to the office, even if you believe we have the correct information.  The Deacons are supporting this process to update and correct our mailing and directory lists.                        Thank you,   Louise





The Members and Friends of the United Church of Sebastian hereby resolve ??...





	Please think about adopting this simple resolution for you and your family.                            				“I will give more to my church”.  





The Definition of Resolution- res·o·lu·tion [ rèzzə lu sh'n ]   � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/caption/image/?bid=90sGQ0idDOgfBA&bn=EDPG&FORM=DTPDIA" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bing.com/s/playbtn.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


process of resolving: the process of resolving something such as a problem or 	dispute 


decision: a firm decision to do something 


determination: firmness of mind or purpose


Synonyms: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/Dictionary/search?q=define+decree&FORM=DTPDIA" �decree�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/Dictionary/search?q=define+declaration&FORM=DTPDIA" �declaration�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/Dictionary/search?q=define+decision&FORM=DTPDIA" �decision�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/Dictionary/search?q=define+motion&FORM=DTPDIA" �motion�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.bing.com/Dictionary/search?q=define+ruling&FORM=DTPDIA" �ruling�





The New Year is often a time for resolutions.  It appears that it is time for a resolution from each of the church families at the United Church of Sebastian.  As indicated in other portions of this newsletter, our church leadership has made some firm decisions to do something, with firmness of mind and purpose.  They have not however, been able to provide for the process of resolving- that is up to us!!  Please think about your gifts to the church and how your giving might help resolve the problem of our budget concerns.  Every household is living within a budget, some are much too tight for comfort and some are pretty comfortable, but budgets none the less. Please put a sum of money at your normal pay period, perhaps around the first of the month in the enclosed envelope.  The amount is not important- perhaps it is a dollar or maybe ten dollars, or a check that you will hold in the envelope.  This money is your money, but you are hoping that it is ‘extra’ at the end of the month.  If you need the money, it is there for your use.  If you did not need the money, please consider giving it to the church in addition to your regular contributions.  How will this help?- at the end of each month, bring your resolution money for the offering.  If each of the 85 pledging families added an average of $5.00 per month, we would see a $5,100.00 increase in pledged contributions by the end of the year.  If each of our giving families, roughly 120 strong, gave an additional $5.00 per month during the year, we would have $7,200.00 in additional funding!  Just think if those numbers were increased to $5.00 per week per family!!  Now that would be a resolution!!   We would be able to do so much more in the way of our mission to ourselves and our community.  It is up to you to resolve to help, to provide a process for resolution and develop the determination to meet the needs of this church in the coming year.  Try this process, put a regular amount aside each month and see what happens.  





Please use the enclosed envelope and ‘see what happens’.  Encourage your family members to participate and to pray for help in meeting your resolution.  Let us begin the new year with a New Year’s Resolution to grow our church, to return to our ‘Helping Hands’ vision and make this church the place to be in the Sebastian area!  Let us also resolve to follow a plan to make it happen. Thank you for your support.  Your willingness to participate is what makes this church strong and will continue to provide a spiritual home for our faith journey and a Christian home for our members and friends.  Great things can happen when we work toward a common goal!!








From The Pastors Desk – continued; 





Yes, I do mean an adventure!  To say it any other way is to suggest that we shall not endure… and that is not so!  Therefore, starting today… we begin a new time in the life of our ministry together.  Your staff has all taken a reduction and our luxury of two separate styles of worship, have passed.  We shall continue to gather “every Sunday” to worship our God!  Blessed with two talented musicians that will alternately lead us in songs of praise and deep tradition we shall continue to serve our community and our needs within!


	  Our New Year has begun with this change.  Now, together we can nurture with fellowship and love, as we continue to seek the ways of Christ in our lives!  We are blessed with an abundance of gifts, gifts given from our God above.  Together, we can use them and grow more thankful each day.  We can, yes we can!  Together, we can sort out what is important and what is not.  Together, we can worship, embracing with joy, the fullness of God’s abundant love for us! 


	Our Christmas celebration has passed, but God is still here!  Our Emmanuel is with us right now!  Embrace the Living Spirit and roll up your sleeves!  Together with your staff and me, we can work together and choose to build a pathway into our future!  We are the “Helping Hands Church” and we shall follow God’s lead!  Let us go hand in hand and answer the ‘call’ and be the CHURCH God Called us to be!  





Pastor Tim Woodard











      








Praise:


For the New Year with all of its possibilities.  We like to think of this as a clean slate to begin with resolutions for better health, prosperity and a deeper relationship with our Lord.  May God bless you all in your new beginnings for 2011.


�





�





EVENTS





Liturgists, Ushers and Greeters for the services


A De-Decorating team- January 8th at 9:00 a.m. to carefully take down the chrismons, trees and wreaths.


Information from Ministry Teams for the Annual Report- Due by January 9th.


Please look at the Personal Information insert, fill it out and return it to the office as soon as possible.  This information will be used update church files only.








�
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